METH AWARENESS

Produced by: Edit House Productions
Narrator:

    They call it crank, chalk, zip, crystal. Speed, ice, but it’s Methamphetamine or Meth and it kills right here in Rio Rancho.  

First designed as a drug to build the Nazi super soldier during World war two is now a super poison infecting our community and our daily lives.  

John Francis, Rio Rancho DPS:

Meth use is a nationwide epidemic.  We are seeing it in kids as early as eleven years old all the way up into latter adulthood

and across the U.S.  It’s an epidemic.

Carl: Rio Rancho DPS Undercover:

We have seen people at the executive level in large corporations who do Meth and ruin their lives all the way down to street people who are homeless and do Meth and everybody in between.  

Chris weaver: Sandoval County Adult Drug Court

It’s the major drug of Rio Rancho.  The drug abuse.  So, it’s impacted quite strongly on that community.

Rio Rancho DPS, Methamphetamine Awareness Class.

Meth is manmade.  It was first synthesize by a Japanese scientist during World War One.  It became famous when the Nazi’s actually used it to keep troops awake and motivated or they tried to but it didn’t work out very well.  It’s a very, very dangerous lethal drug.  It is by far the most dangerous drug in the United states now in terms of the destruction that is causes to families, to our economy and just across the board.  It’s just a terrible, terrible thing and it’s growing just exponensuly unbelievable.  We used to see a lot more cooks then we do now.  I’ll get into reasons behind that.  There is a lot of Meth coming in from Mexico right now where it’s being produced in huge labs so we are not seeing little apartment closet labs like we used to but they are still around.  Just like any other drugs, it can be taken anyway that you can get it into your system.  It’s actually typically yellowish or clear and dissolves easily in water like any drug you get in your system since your body is mostly water.  

Crystal is just a version of Meth that’s been taken one step farther in the processing.  The user’s like it because it looks cool.  It looks like ice crystals rather than some nasty looking powder like cocaine.  A single gram can provide ten to fifteen hits and here is the really scary thing about Meth, a single hit can keep a user high from twelve to twenty-four hours so it’s far, far stronger than any of the other drugs that we have talked about tonight and it also, far, far more addictive.  Ever hear about the crack cocaine epidemic and the horrors of addition of crack cocaine?  It’s hard to quantify in research but it is estimated that Meth is ten times as addictive as crack cocaine.  

It is in reality, the drug that you can use once and become addicted to and destroy your life.  

Kevin: Rio Rancho Undercover DPS

These people need help.  There is a lot of child abuse with Methamphetamine.  They steel people’s identity.  They are forging counterfeit checks, U.S. currency .  At least eighty percent of the crimes I deal with on a daily basis are Meth related.  I see in the City of Rio Rancho as an approximation at least one new case a week involving identify theft or theft of financial instruments that involves Methor’s or people who use Meth.  So it’s huge.  

Chris Weaver:

It’s how do you change someone from wanting to feel good though it side effects are horrendous.

Methamphetamine Awareness Class:

Picking at skin is just something I wanted to hit because I will show you some pictures of, it’s really nasty.  They have what’s call crank bugs.  It’s where they actually dig into their skin until they tear their skin away and sometimes to the point  where the bone is exposed.  

Tweaking, basically when they get to point where there is always Meth in their system, so they are taking doses and they are never clearing their system out, they are just renewing the dose each time.  Personally it could be anybody in your neighborhood or whatever but the ones that have really been using it for a long time are very recognizable.  

Undercover:

It destroys them basically.  They can’t keep jobs.  They don’t’ ever build up credit ratings, they can’t buy houses so they live in apartments or cars or trailer homes out in the middle of the mesa with no running water.  I’ve see all of that many times.

Undercover:

What produces a psychosis?  After six months of use it produces paranoid schizophrenia.  So you have people that are not in reality.  They think black helicopters are coming after them they think the police are watching them all the time.  They are very paranoid and dangerous.  

Chris Weaver:

So I am learning every day about the problems of this drug. 

I am learning about new dangers to the person itself and the things that can happen even violent behavior that can happen with Methamphetamine.

Methamphetamine Awareness Class:

Just some things about the community.  Child abuse is number one.  We just see this constantly.  Almost every Meth lab we’ve  busted, we’ve  charged the people with child abuse as well because the kids are right there in the middle of it.  They are contaminated with poisonous chemicals, they have Meth in their systems, the parents are doing meth around them and they are even getting into it and overdosing.

The top picture, I will show you that particular lab.  That is a kitchen cabinet and in it is a Pseudoephedrine pill pull which is a solvent mixed with pseudoephedrine pills.  You can see the gas line dryer, that yellow bottle that’s methyl alcohol and right next to it are the children’s dishes.  

Property crimes.  I work property crimes, I would have to say that in this city over eighty-five percent of property crimes in general and it includes burglary, auto theft, identify theft, check fraud, mail theft all that kind of stuff is directly related to Meth.  That’s how these people make their money.  Identify theft is huge.  These people will steal your mail, they will get your checking account number.  We have busted Meth labs that have commercial grade rented printers and copiers in the closet in the apartment and what they are doing is going out and stealing mail, getting a check you have written somebody.  They are taking your account number and making up a bogus check with your account number that’s printed in the proper magnetic ink and they are going and cashing it.  We just see this constantly.

The judicial system overload, pollution and contamination are huge and it is being addressed through the city council to try and get a program in place to handle these properties that have been polluted by these chemicals and we haven’t got any of the chemicals yet we’ve only talked about the drugs.  The chemicals are even worse believe me plus they are dumping it down drains, they are taking their whole lab and going out on the mesa and dropping it on the ground.  The kids start playing with it.  Health effects, that’s probably the worse Meth mouth I have ever seen.  That’s not actually poor hygiene, that’s Meth corroding the enamel on that persons teeth.  

Undercover:

While I would like to remain positive but I think there is little hope without them getting proper treatment.

Chris Weaver:

We are attacking this and we are approaching this as a treatable situation, however, we do back it up with sanctions, graduated sanctions, these sanctions for failing a drug test a person will have to do jail time.

Undercover:

To get these people in the system so that when we arrest them it’s not a first offence and there is a chance of them getting some kind of jail time and to get intelligence to our narcotic agents so we can arrest the people who are dealing in Meth and also find the labs themselves take them out and clean them up.

John Francis:

But as a citizen there is something you can do by keeping your eyes and ears open your sense of smell open and paying attention to what’s going on around you and in your neighborhood and in your community because without the eyes and ears of our community the police department essentially may not know something.  If we know about it we can do something about it.

Undercover:

Just be aware of the epidemic that we are having and look for the signs and clues of their kids.  Know who their kids associate with, look for plastic baggies with a white powder or crystal substance.  Look for glass smoking pipes, needles.

Chris Weaver:

   
We’d like to say Drug Court has made a difference but I also give credit to the individual.  The individual makes the decision to change and that’s very important.  We are slight factors in this situation where we deal with drug using people but they ultimately make that decision.

Narrator:

So be on the lookout.  Be vigilant in your neighborhood because there are warning signs.  Frequent visitors at all times of the day and night.  Strange activities usually at odd hours.  Occupants appear unemployed but yet seem to have plenty of money.

Occupants display a paranoid behavior.  Windows blacken out.  There are chemical odors coming from the house or garbage.  If you see any unusual or threatening activities in your neighborhood, don’t delay.  Call the Rio Rancho Department of safety at 891-7226.  Or if you believe there to be a life threatening emergency, don’t take any chances.  Call 911 immediately. 

