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MONIQUE JEE - Host: Hey, I’m Monique—the City of Rio Rancho asked me to show you something new and really great that’s happening— It’s this brand-new Aquatics Center, and it’s a great place go, hang-out, meet new people, or just… ya know… swim!

MONIQUE V/O: In March of 2006, voters in Rio Rancho overwhelmingly approved a $7-million dollar general obligation bond to design and construct an aquatic center adjacent to the new Loma Colorado Main Library. In addition to the bond, Pulte Homes of New Mexico donated the remaining $3-million dollars needed to complete the project. 

Just a few months later, plans were started—and groundbreaking took place on February 13th, 2007.

MONIQUE: And now… just look—this is what happens when people work together on something great for the community!

TOM SWISSTACK- Mayor of Rio Rancho: There’s a reason why I’m asking these people to come up, because I want us to remember when we talk about public-private partnership as we are going to talk about here in a few minutes with Pulte Homes is that they are helping us with this young population for the future become engaged in our community and to become healthy through this process. Outside of just kind of helping build this pool, they are helping us build our community and our future and I want to thank them for that…(claps)…
GARRETT PRICE- Pulte Homes: Truly. Since October of 2004 to today when we first started that dialogue on how can we partner with the city to bring this to fruition. So it’s a classic example of private and public partnership. And again, Pulte is extremely proud of an amazing facility and the kids are going to be able to play here for years to come.

RIBBON CUTTING – June 6, 2008:  Countdown…5…4…3…2…1…Cheers and applause.
JENNIFER KING – Program Specialist, Aquatic Center:  This is really a momentous day. This community has really been waiting a long time for this indoor aquatic center. It’s going to have so many wonderful programs. Both the high school swim teams, our USA all year round swim team, and we are so excited to finally, finally be opening up.

MONIQUE V/O: And open up, it did—with tons of people lined up to check out the new building, programs, classes, a competition pool… and more! 

MONIQUE: Let’s take a look... c’mon… 

MONIQUE V/O: Inside you will not just find one swimming pool but three separate pools for people to enjoy. The facility includes an 8-lane 25-yard competition pool, a zero depth pool, with play features, which is connected to a 3-lane 25-yard warm-up pool. 
The third pool contains two water flume slides. Some of the other amenities found at the Aquatic Center are two multi-purpose rooms for parties or conferences, spectator seating in the competition pool area, a state of the art scoreboard with a timing system, water polo goals, and an Americans with Disabilities Act hydraulic chair lift so everyone in Rio Rancho can enjoy swimming.

MONIQUE:  It’s all here!

CODY SCHMALTZ - Lifeguard:  Yes, there is going to be a swim team. There is going to be a high school swim team and a USS swim team which is actually really exciting because they haven’t had this sort of competition yet in Rio Rancho, so it’s really exciting to have touch pads and everything like that. I’m an ex swim team member. So I’m personally excited about the competition pool!

CONNIE PETERSON – Acting Director, Parks, Recreation and Community Services: Our residents here in Rio Rancho had a lot of requests with regards to what they wanted in the center. Some people wanted a diving tank, some wanted therapy swimming, and some wanted slides, recreational pools, some wanted a competitive pool. So we really tried hard to accommodate everyone’s desires and wishes, so I think everyone in this city, there is something here for them.

MONIQUE: There’s definitely something here for everybody. Can you imagine? 3 pools, flume slides, competition swimming, multi-purpose rooms and water polo— wow! Citizens were thinking, the City was thinking… about us, you and me. Come see for yourself, but now I’m goin’ for a swim!  Bye…
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